IN THE CIRCUIT COURT OF THE SECOND JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
IN AND FOR LEON COUNTY, FLORIDA
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RONALD TAYLOR and JOHN and

HONORABLE STEWART HERSHEY,
MARSHALL WILCOX, THE FLORIDA
REPUBLICAN PARTY, TOM HAUCK,
GEORGE W. BUSH, RICHARD CHENEY,
THE STATE OF FLORIDA ELECTION
CANVASSING COMMISSION and
KATHERINE HARRIS,
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Defendants,

VS,

JOHN THRASHER, RICHARD J. KOSMOSKI;
ROSE CARMEL KOSMOSKI; ANN FFORD;
HORACE S. FORD, JR.; WILLIAM F: ZIER;
KATHARIN P. ZIER; VIRGINIA WHITE;
JOANNE D. PAYSON and DIANE JOFFE,

Defendant-Intervenors.
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FINAL JUDGMENT.FOR DEFENDANTS

This case is before me after non jury trial onthe Plaintiffs" Complaint pursuant to

Section 102.168, Florida Statutes, contesting the resuits of the recent election

determining the electoral votes for president and vice-president of the United States.
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Specifically, Plaintiffs seek a Judgment invalidating all, or at least a portion of, the

absentee ballots cast in Martin County.

At the beginning of the trial, I granted the Motions of John Thrasher and of
Richard J. Kosmoski, et al, to intervene as Party Defendants. I also granted the Motion
of the Martin County Canvassing Board, Peggy S. Robbins, the Honorable Stewart
Hershey, and Marshall Wilcox, for a dismissal as to these individual Defendants on the
grounds that no affirmative relief could be attained against them based upon the nature
of the proceedings. For similar reasons, I now likewise dismiss as Party Defendants in
this case the Florida Republican Party, Tom Hauck, and Katherine Harris.

Prior to the beginning of testimeny I heard argument on Intervenor Thrasher’s
Motion to Dismiss on the grounds that the provisions of Section 102.168 for the contest
of an election, do not apply to presidential elections. 1 determined that a voter may,
indeed, contest an election’in Florida, including one which determines the electors for
president and vice-president of the Uni_&d States, and that uinder that statutory
scheme, the successful candidates, here George W. Bush and Richard Chaney, are the
proper Party Defendants, along with the Florida Election Can.vassing Commission. 1
therefore denied the Motion.

All other Motions to Dismiss,_ for Judgment on'the Pleadings, and for Summary
Judgment were taken under advisement. .'Be;:ause of the-entry of this Final Judgment
for the Defendants, it is unnecessary to rule'on these Motions. As to the merits of the

Plaintiffs’ claim, I have carefully considered the evidence presented, the arguments of
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